
You’re standing at the edge of the most treasured terroir in the world of 

wine – the 4½ acres of the Romanée-Conti vineyard in Burgundy.   In a 

couple of hours, you’ll be sipping rare wine in one of the world’s greatest 

3-star restaurants down the road.  You’ve just come from talking with a 

renowned producer of such fabled wines.  And tonight you’ll sleep in a 

luxurious hotel room in the historic center of a medieval walled wine 

village.  Welcome to your Exploring Wine tour of Burgundy. 

 
 

Luxury Wine Tour of Burgundy 

2009 

 

Rivers of History…Rivers of Wine 
Exploring the Danube, the Rhine, and the Mosel 

 JULY 3 - 13, 2017 

 
A great river conjures many images – beauty, commerce, romance, and even vineyards. 
The riparian life suits many vines perfectly, and many people equally so.  Rivers bring 
direction, new life every day, and in agriculture a healthy moderation.  They also bring 
moisture, which has been harnessed in the vineyards to produce the great sweet wines 
of Sauternes, the Rhine and Mosel, and Tokaj. 

 

On this wine, food, and history adventure across central Europe, we will explore the 
villages and vineyards of the Rhine and the Mosel Rivers in Germany, then travel to 
Austria and Hungary to immerse ourselves in perhaps Europe’s most romantic river, the 
Danube and its bounty. 

 

 
 



On our way to the Danube, we will pause in the 
village of Kufstein, Austria to marvel at the 
original Riedel wine glass factory.  In a private 
tour, we will watch small teams of glass 
blowing artisans craft fine crystal decanters in 
just minutes, each piece a unique salute to 
their ancient art. 
 

Our small group of no more than 12 
adventurers will begin our journey on the 
banks of the Rhine river in Mainz, where 
we’ll explore the origins of the Riesling grape 
as well as the expanding world of Pinot Noir, 
while we float down the most beautiful 
section of this great river lined with over 40 
ruined castles that recall the tribulations of 
medieval nobility. 
 

Then we move to the nearby Mosel, a smaller 
and more bucolic tributary wending a tortured 
path of intense curves set with the steepest 
and most striking vineyards in the world.  Here 
we’ll visit some of the world’s greatest 
winemakers while exploring the quaint villages 
that line the banks. 
 

 
From the Cava area we wend our way into the 
remote and craggy mountains of Priorat, 
where a growing collection of Spain’s best 
wines are made.  After spending the night in a 
small, elegant hotel in a tiny mountain village, 
we travel down a rutted dirt track to visit the 
very first great winery in Priorat and talk to the 
family.  We’ll also visit the ruin of the ancient 
priory for which Priorat is named. 

Next stop: the stunning alpine town of 
Salzburg, Mozart’s  birthplace and a music 
capital of the world.  Surrounded by the Alps, 
we’ll explore the city’s beautiful streets and 
alleyways, learn Mozart’s story, and enjoy a 
concert with compositions by Mozart, Haydn, 
Beethoven, and Vivaldi.  



  

  

In the afternoon and evening there is so 
much to explore in Vienna – from its 
elegant coffee culture, where residents 
may spend hours in a  beautiful café 
sipping coffee, nibbling Linzer Torte, and 
watching the world go by – to palaces, 
cathedrals, and the performing Lipizzaner 
horses of the famed Spanish Riding 
School. 

Now we join the Danube, in its stateliest city: glorious and dignified Vienna. This city of broad 
boulevards and grand architecture has been a center of art and civilization for hundreds of years.  
And it lies just minutes from the top-quality wine regions of Wachau, Kremstal, and Kamptal.  
Although many Americans are just learning about Austrian wine, these are some of the greatest 
white grapes in the world.  We’ll stand among the vines on a tall hill with a sweeping view of the 
valley, the vineyards, and the Danube. 
 

From Vienna we move to Budapest, also 
on the Danube, which while it may not be 
blue here, is certainly grand.  This second 
outpost of the former Austro-Hungarian 
Empire boasts one of the most impressive 
Parliament buildings in the world, which 
we will tour.  The twin cities of Buda and 
Pest have modernized rapidly since the fall 
of communism, and the area is filled with 
life, commerce, fabulous restaurants, and 
a proud history. 
 



Most of our trip is spent along the banks 
of the three rivers, Rhine, Mosel, and 
Danube, and we will take a short boat 
excursion on each of the three.  But our 
journey is not a cruise per se – our time is 
mainly on land, observing how the rivers 
have influenced culture, commerce, and 
wine in these richly diverse areas.  We 
will enjoy top-quality cuisine paired with 
exceptional wines all along the way.  
We’ll meet with winemakers and tour 
vineyards, interspersed with cultural, 
historical, and artistic adventures. 

   

Our hotels offer four- and five-star comfort, mostly in historical settings. We’ll experience the best 
in local cuisine, plus one gastronomic evening with two Michelin stars.  Our transport will be in a 
comfortable mini–bus with a local driver. We’ll walk every day, exploring vineyards, villages, and 
historic sites, but the pace will be relaxed, and there will be some free time every afternoon. 

Our final wine adventure of the trip leads us to the famed 
region of Tokaj in Hungary’s northeast corner.  What a 
sweet revelation!  Renowned for centuries for its dessert 
wines that were in high demand with the nobility of Europe 
as far back as the Renaissance, Tokaj also produces top 
quality dry wines today which are only now being 
discovered in the West.  We’ll visit a few of the best 
producers of these delicious wines and explore the beautiful 
hillside vineyards, accompanied by one of the best-known 
local experts in the region. 
 
Finally we return to Budapest for our farewell, and as they 
say here, köszönöm! 
 



 

Tour the Burgundy Wine 

Country  

 May 17-24, 2009 

 

Explore Burgundy in a way you could never otherwise do.  Our focus is 

on the great wines of this historic region.  But in France more than 

perhaps anywhere else, wine is not just about fermenting grapes – the 

great Burgundy wines are a product of the land, the climate, the food, the 

people, the history, and the traditions of the region.  So to understand 

Burgundy wine, we will immerse ourselves in everything Burgundian. 
 

Your guide for this exceptional experience is Charles 
Bennett, CWP, CSW, founder of Exploring Wine.  A wine 
lover and collector for 30 years who honeymooned in 
Burgundy and once lived on a vineyard in Germany, he 
speaks French and German and has traveled extensively 
around the world.  Charlie is certified as a wine 
professional by the Culinary Institute of America. He is 
also the chief U.S. wine officer (Grand Echanson) for the 
Chaîne des Rôtisseurs, the world’s largest wine and food 
society, for whom he oversees the annual “Best Young 
Sommelier in America” competition. He holds degrees 
from Stanford and Tufts. In years past he won three Emmy 
awards on public television, was a business strategy 
consultant to CEOs of several Fortune 500 companies, and 
was VP of Internet Services for Compaq Computer.  Wine 
is now his primary passion. 

127 Little Mill Place 
The Woodlands, TX 77382 

P: 281-738-2281  F: 815-331-5218 
cb@exploringwine.com 

www.exploringwine.com 
 

$7,650 per person for 11 days and 10 nights 
based on double occupancy, land only (includes river cruises and flight Frankfurt to Salzburg) 

 
 



  

  
   

Exploring The Danube, The Rhine, and The Mosel 

Frankfurt 

Germany-Austria-Hungary  
July 3-13, 2017 

 

Wehlen 
Zeltingen 

Germany 
July 3-5 

    Weingut Nikoliahof 
 

Krems 
Austria 
July 5-9 

Hungary  
July 10-13 



MEMORABLE MOMENTS 

Impressive Wines 
 Taste gorgeous Rieslings up to 95 points from the steep, slate vineyards of Dr. Loosen and Markus Molitor 
 Visit Nikolaihof Winery, the oldest in Austria.  Sip their best wines in the tree‐shaded courtyard 
 Tour the Tokaj “Percze” vineyard of István Szepsy, off‐road.  He’s the most legendary producer in Hungary 

Gourmet Meals 
Schloss Mönchstein, Salzburg with an alpine view 
Two Michelin stars at Silvio Nickol in Vienna 
Borkonyha Wine Kitchen Restaurant in Budapest 

A plush night’s sleep 
Hotel Bristol, Salzburg 
Hotel Imperial, Vienna 
Grof Degenfeld Castle Hotel, Hungary 

History, Culture, and Art 
Enjoy the music of Mozart and Vivaldi in the spectacular Mirabell Palace in Salzburg 
See the grand Melk Abbey overlooking the Danube 
Tour the original Riedel Glass factory in the Austrian village of Kufstein 
Explore the amazing Parliament building in Budapest 
Feel truly civilized in a horse‐drawn carriage ride through elegant Vienna 
Visit Burg Eltz, Rick Steves’ nominee for the most impressive castle in Europe 

           Nikolaihof Winery, oldest in Austria Markus Molitor Vineyard, Wehlen, Germany     Off‐road vineyard tour, Tokaj, Hungary 

                     Melk Abbey, Austria          Horse‐drawn carriage, Vienna                 Budapest Parliament 

Hotel Imperial, Vienna Grof Degenfeld Castle Hotel, Hungary Borkonya Wine Kitchen, Budapest 



 

 

Exploring the Danube, The Rhine, and The Mosel 

A History, Wine, and Food Itinerary 
July 3-13, 2017 

 

 

Day One – Monday, July 3 – The Rhine, where Riesling wine was born 

 Mainz, Germany – A few miles from the Frankfurt airport, we meet in the morning to begin our trip with a short drive 

to the heart of the Rhine river valley. 

 Östrich-Winkel – The adventure begins above a small village on the Rhine, at the grand castle of Schloss Vollrads, 

likely the second-oldest wine castle on the Rhine, and a magnificent estate.  We tour and taste. 

 Geisenheim – They once called the grape “Johannisberg Riesling” because Schloss Johannisberg is where Riesling 

wine was first made. The view from the hilltop across the sprawling vineyards and the Rhine River is a breathtaking 

backdrop to the first lunch of our journey. 

 Rüdesheim – Our Rhine River boat takes us on a two-and-a-half hour excursion along one of the great river vistas of 

the world.  Towering hills dotted with more than 40 medieval castles envelop us as we listen to the saga of the many 

small empires gained and lost here through the Middle Ages. 

 Boppard – We board our mini-bus for a drive from the Rhine to the Mosel (Moselle) River – a beautiful Rhine 

tributary with its own quieter story for the ages. 

 Cochem – We stop for the day in the liveliest town on the Mosel, with a castle on the hill, dozens of small shops to 

explore, and a vista along the river.  After free time to unwind and look around, we’ll dine at a classic local restaurant. 

 Overnight at the Hotel Karl Müller in Cochem, with a balcony overlooking the Mosel River. 

 

 

Day Two – Tuesday, July 4 – The Mosel, where Riesling reaches new heights 
 Wierschem – Burg Eltz (Eltz Castle) is a rarity as medieval castles go – it was never attacked, it’s still intact, and it’s 

still owned by the same family that built it 850 years ago.  We’ll tour this amazing 80-room edifice. 

 Zeltingen-Rachtig – Lunch is in a classic gabled restaurant in a wine village along the Mosel River in the heart of 

Riesling country. 

 Wehlen – On a hill overlooking the Mosel near the vineyard of Wehlener Sonnenuhr (which means sundial), we visit 

the tasting room of legendary wine producer Markus Molitor.  One of the highest-quality Riesling houses along the 

Mosel and with a passion for authenticity, Molitor has parcels in many famous vineyards and thus we can compare the 

terroirs of the Mosel in one tasting.  Surrounding us are the most famous Riesling vineyards in the world.  In some 

spots the angle of the slope may reach 60⁰ - no tractors used here! 

 Ürzig and Traben-Trarbach – We drive through the tiny wine village of Ürzig, famed among Riesling lovers, and then 

stroll through nearby Traben-Trarbach to board our boat for a float on the Mosel to the central market town of 

Bernkastel. 

 Bernkastel-Kues and Mülheim – A short drive from Bernkastel is the tiny village of Mülheim, where we unwind, have 

dinner, and spend the night at The White Bear Inn along the river.  No fireworks, just rural charm. 

 

 

Day Three – Wednesday, July 5 – From the Mosel to the Alps 

 Bernkastel – There may be no better producer of Riesling on the planet than Dr Ernst Loosen.  We’ll visit his new 

tasting room just outside Bernkastel on the riverbank for a crisp start to this summer day. 

 Mainz – Since we can’t top Dr Loosen, it’s time to move on from the Mosel toward the Danube. On the way to the 

Frankfurt airport, we stop for lunch at a popular local café. 

 In the air – We fly from Frankfurt to Salzburg to start the next leg of the journey (flight ticket is included in the trip) 

 Salzburg – We settle into our elegant riverside hotel in Salzburg, and after some free time to unwind, we travel to the 

striking alpine restaurant of Schloss Mönchstein, with a view of the mountains. 

 Overnight at the Hotel Bristol in Salzburg, a 5-star haven of European grace. 
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Day Four – Thursday, July 6 – All fired up with Riedel 

 Kufstein – Today fine lead crystal is a hot topic.  We make our way across the Austrian Tyrol to the town of Kufstein, 

where for many years the legendary Riedel Glass company has made its headquarters.  Riedel revolutionized wine 

tasting by designing wine glasses with a unique shape for each grape and style.  We’ll watch Riedel glass blowers 

creating handmade wine decanters or glasses, followed by a comparative Riedel glass wine tasting. 

 Salzburg – After an authentic Austrian lunch, we drive back to our grand Salzburg hotel.  Your afternoon and dinner 

are free to explore this delightful city, birthplace of Mozart and one of the music capitals of Europe, in addition to its 

appeal as a gateway to the Alps. 

 After dinner, rendezvous at the ornate Mirabell Palace for a concert of Mozart and other classical composers, in a 

palatial room where the classical masters themselves actually played. 

 A second peaceful night at the Bristol Hotel in Salzburg, walking distance from the concert. 

 

 

Day Five – Friday, July 7 – Kremstal and Vienna, on the Danube 

 Melk – On our way to Vienna, we stop at the amazing Melk Abbey, baroque grandeur on a scarcely-believable scale, 

perched on a rock outcropping overlooking the Danube, where we will tour several of the most beautiful rooms. 

 Lunch in the lovely garden at Melk Abbey. 

 The Danube – Near the Abbey, we board a boat on the Danube, to float toward Vienna while enjoying the rolling 

hills, farmland, and vineyards along the banks. 

 Langenlois – After leaving the boat, we visit one of the greatest wine estates in Austria, Bründlmayr in the Kremstal 

region along the Danube. A member of the family will take us to a high vineyard with a sweeping view of the Danube 

and the vines that have made Austrian wine a growing legend. 

 Vienna – It’s about an hour’s drive to one of the world’s stateliest cities, grand and distinguished Vienna, a center not 

just of culture and the arts, but of history, language, music, and romance.  Vienna has long been a strategic bridge 

between Europe west and east. 

 We check into one of Vienna’s grandest hotels, The Imperial, for the first of two nights.  It’s nearly a palace, with 

soaring ceilings, beautiful murals, and a palpable sense of history. 

 After a break to unwind, we stroll to dinner in one of Vienna’s great landmark hotels, the Sacher.  Here at the 

Restaurant Anna Sacher, in a room brimming with Victorian splendor, we can imagine the aristocrats of the Austro-

Hungarian Empire enjoying a long and elegant meal and telling tales of local society.  For dessert, perhaps a slice of 

Sacher Torte? 

 The first of three nights at the Hotel Imperial, on the ring road, Vienna. 

 

 

Day Six – Saturday, July 8 – Wachau Vineyards on the Danube 

 Wachau – This wine region on the Danube about an hour from Vienna is home to Austria’s best-known vineyards.  

We begin with a visit to Nikolaihof, which claims the crown as Austria’s oldest wine estate and which produced the 

only dry Riesling ever awarded 100 points by the Wine Advocate.  We’ll tour the ancient stone cellar built by the 

Romans and try the delicate organic wines, some made without sulfur, a rare tasting experience. 

 Lunch is in the beautiful courtyard at the Nikolaihof Tavern under its giant linden tree with fresh foods sourced from 

local farms. 

 Just five minutes from Austria’s oldest cellar is one of its newest, in the dazzling glass edifice of F.X. Pichler.  We’ll 

tour and taste at this top property whose wines are available in the U.S. 

 Vienna – Back in Vienna for the evening, after time to relax and unwind, we’ll revel in a Michelin two-star meal at 

Silvio Nickol Restaurant in the glorious Palais Coburg. 

 Our second overnight at the Hotel Imperial, Vienna. 
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Day Seven – Sunday, July 9 – Vienna at leisure 

 Vienna – Much of today is yours to choose.  We’ll start with a horse-drawn carriage tour of the city in the morning 

for orientation, followed by lunch at a historic Vienna café which Freud frequented.  Then it’s up to you – tour the 

Hofburg Palace, the grand home of the Hapsburgs and the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  Or see the elegant white 

Lipizzaner horses of the Spanish Riding School (plan ahead).  Perhaps take in the Schônbrunn Palace and gardens 

(allow plenty of time).  Or simply meander – this is a fabulous city in which to stroll the wide boulevards and people-

watch, stopping in a café for a spot of coffee and cake. 

 Dinner this evening is on your own. 

 Enjoy our third and final overnight in the Hotel Imperial. 

 

 

Day Eight – Monday, July 10 – From the West to the East along the Danube 

 Budapest – We move from one world to the next as we drive east from the gateway city of Vienna into Hungary, 

stopping in Budapest.  This was the other half of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, but Austria was the dominant partner.  

Our mini-coach will drop us at Hungarikum, a charming and authentic family-owned restaurant in the heart of the 

city, for lunch. 

 Pest – Budapest is really two cities straddling the Danube, Buda and Pest, with most of the commerce on the eastern 

Pest side.  After lunch we walk to the immense and impressive Hungarian Parliament building on the banks of the 

Danube, for a grand tour. 

 A classic way to see Budapest is in a Tuk-Tuk, a human (bicycle)-powered vehicle whose narrator is also the 

propulsion source.  We’ll tour the city in a group of Tuk-Tuks, ending at our amazing Aria Hotel, where the musical 

themes are everywhere. 

 After some time for rest or exploration, dinner is near our hotel at the Michelin-starred Borkonyha Wine Kitchen,  

which gets rave reviews. 

 The magic of Budapest is at night.  After dinner we board a nearby boat for a sunset cruise along the Danube, seeing 

the spectacular Parliament and other stately buildings and bridges immersed in light. 

 Overnight at Hotel Aria, a music-themed 5-star hotel in the heart of Budapest. 

 

 

Day Nine – Tuesday, July 11 – Sweet Hungary – the Tokaj region 

 Tarcal – After breakfast our coach drives us into rural Hungary to the northeast corner of the country, where grapes 

are the central topic of conversation.  We check into our elegant country hotel, Grof Degenfeld, which is also one of 

Hungary’s top wineries in the famed region of Tokaj.  Perhaps the Countess Maria Degenfeld who owns the property 

will be on hand to greet us. 

 As we have lunch at our hotel, we learn that Hungary is a substantial producer of wine.  The Tokaj district has been 

renowned for centuries, since “noble rot” was first discovered and harnessed here in the 1700s.  In Thomas 

Jefferson’s day, Tokaj sweet wines were among the most expensive and sought-after in the world.  We’ll be joined by 

a local guide here, Gergely Somogyi (“Greg”), who as publisher of Tokaj’s wine journal knows everyone in the wine 

business, speaks great English, and tells his region’s story with flair.  Greg will lead a tasting of our hotel’s wines 

during lunch. 

 A short drive from our hotel is another of Hungary’s top wine estates, Disznókő.  We will tour and taste, learning that 

in addition to the sweet dessert wines for which Tokaj is famous, they make a significant number of dry wines that 

are gaining global reputations. 

 Mád – After free time to relax, we enjoy dinner near our hotel at one of two local gourmet restaurants. 

 Overnight at Grof Degenfeld, the first of two nights. 
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Day Ten – Wednesday, July 12 – The Tokaj Region Part II 

 Mád – We start the day with Hungary’s most famous wines: Szepsy.  Istvan Szepsy is the father of Hungary’s modern 

wine industry, leading its climb back from the agricultural depredations of communist rule.  Istvan’s daughter Kinga 

will provide us an adventurous tour of their Percze vineyard on all-terrain vehicles, after which we’ll taste some of 

their fabulous wines. 

 Lunch is at the new Szepsy restaurant near the Percze vineyard. 

 Tolcsva – The Tokaj winery called Oremus (which means, “Let us Pray”) is owned by the greatest traditional winery 

in Spain, Vega Sicilia.  Oremus has similar ambitions to be the best.  We will visit here, see the vineyards and winery, 

and taste the fabulous wines both dry and sweet. 

 Erdőbénye – We finish the day with a unique wine experience at Ábrahám Pince.  This is literally a family winery, 

with absolutely no frills, wine made in the most basic conditions.  And yet many of the wines are amazing.  We will 

sit by a rickety shed in Enikő and Róbert Ábrahám’s yard to taste, and see the basic equipment they work with to 

produce interesting and innovative wines, on a small but commercial scale.  Rare is the chance to see personal 

winemaking of this kind – yet this is the creative spirit driving winemaking forward in this rapidly emerging 

economy. 

 Tarcal – We return to our hotel with free time to relax by the pool, take a stroll, or just unwind before dinner. 

 Our final dinner of the trip is at our elegant hotel. 

 Overnight again at Grof Degenfeld. 

 

 

Day Eleven – Thursday, July 13 – Return to the Danube 

 Tokaj to Budapest – After breakfast, we return by coach to beautiful Budapest, where the trip ends in the city center 

(at the Kempinski Corvinus Hotel since it’s convenient to the center) before lunch. 

 Thank you for traveling with us! 
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For enrollment or more information, send an email to: cb@exploringwine.com




